Day 55 and Now the Beaches………….. by Alex Guthrie
As politicians draw the proverbial lines in the sand and rhetoric drowns out reason, our coastline and its inhabitants are being destroyed with no end in sight. The beaches in Alabama, Louisiana, and now Florida are now being coated with oil and dead sea life is washing up on them. Our government seems more focused on blame and avoidance and far too little energy is being directed towards the clean-up. As if things weren’t bad enough with a nagging recession the coastal economy has been decimated and our fellow citizens are absorbing yet another blow. 
Somehow what seems to be missing is a concerted effort by our government to actually get boots on the ground and shovels in hands. Talk about a shovel ready project, why doesn’t the government use some of that stimulus money that was supposed to create jobs and actually get it to the people that need work and pay them to clean these beaches.
     Instead of posturing and playing games with our lives and money take the high road and worry about the politics latter. There are thousands of FEMA trailers sitting around the country left over from the last disaster that hit the same areas (Katrina); how about putting them to use, there’s plenty of people that could use a home as well.   
What is the first knee jerk reaction the government has, shut down future off shore drilling; how absurd, only a bureaucrat would come up with that idea. Did we suddenly not need oil anymore?  Did the thousands of people that work those rigs and the thousands of small businesses that support that industry wake up and not need jobs? How, pray tell, are those people supposed to support themselves and their families, more temporary government assistance? 
Once again I see reactions and not solutions, passing laws to look good without regard for how the rest of us are affected. A government that hasn’t a clue how solve a problem but is obsessed with avoiding liability while living by the rule “The buck stops –There!”
